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fffl 
Keeps'MiD' Up" 
^(Reprinted from « M.y 10, 
1924 issue of the Cacle Lake 
HeuUurht' 

The Texas F^k-Lore So­
ciety, which is now meeting 
in Austin, has published the 
third number of its "Legends 
of Texas," in which the 
"Legend of Eagle Lake" is 
mentioned, and the Headlight 
is reproducing it because it is 
dif|erent JtOF i'*"* j/ersioM^-
tfiatnave heretofore been 
printed here. In the book 
under the head, "Legendary 
Origins of Texas Flowers. 
Names and Streams," is found 
"The Legend of Eagle Lake," 
with its editor's note as 
follows: 

Reprinted from tfffe Morn 
ing Star. Houston. 1836. The 
following legend (reference to 

which was contributed by E. 
W. Winkler, Librarian of the 
University of Texts), is t«ken 
from the first daily news­
paper in Texas, the Morning 
Star. Houston. June 13. 1839, 
Vol. 1, No. 56, which in turn 
reprinted it from the 
Richmond Telescope. A week 
after the Morning Star 
printed th* legend, the 
Telegraph and Texas Regis-

.t«p *«print*4 it'^alhe 19, 
1839. A few typographical 
errors have been corrected in 
this reprinting and some of 
the original punctuation has 
been redistributed. The 
legend of how Eagle Lake got 
its name has persisted down 
to the present day, but this 
version Is probably the oldest 
that we shall find. A version 
with many changes has been" 

» T ' I" >T° 
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AMERICA'S 
WOMEN 

HAPPY NRTHMY, AMERICA! 
From the first*feett!ers in Jamestown to the 
present, women have played important roles 
in the history of the United States. On the 
200th Anniversary of this nation, we would 
like to take the opportunity to pay tribute 
to the millions of women who have contributed 
to the greatness of our coimtry. 

f The Rice Paddy* 
. KAY CLIPSON, OWNER ^ 

• ^ 101 .MAIN STREET - EAGLE LAKE W ^ 

published in the American 
Sketch Bool( ITexas EJooUr 
Magazine). Aystin. The 
arfide in which it is embodied 
is unsigned, but the legend 
itself is said to be "fresh from 
the perf'of Mrs. F. Darden. 
(Mrs. F. A. D. Darden). and it 
is apparently quoted from 
some other publication. Ac­
cording to this version, one of 
the lovers, Sonoto, was old 
and fierce; the other. Gray 
Cloud, was youthful and bold. 
The tree that the rivaU 
climbed was cottonwQod. 
Gray Cloud reached the nest 
first and had grasped one of 
the eaglets to bring it down 
when he was assaulted by the 
fierce parent eagle. Sonoto 
seized the opportunity to hurl 
his opponent to the ground a 
hundred feet below. Out in 
the lake were the Indians, 
wjtteWng the' ctfhtesl' from 
their canoes. When she first 
saw her lover's fate, the 
maiden, Forest Flc^er, be­
gan the death chant; then she 
leaped >nto the water and 
was drowned. Later the two 
lovers were buried side by 
side at the foot of the tree. 

The Eagle Lake Headlight, 
according to its editor, Bruce 
McCarty, printed in 1903, a. ' 
version of the legend written 
by Mrs. Emma Duke, now 
dead. A year ago. anot^er^ 

^ -ve^ton Irr'v6'fse J e m . — 
„."*Kitten-fa».5i>B«gie Lake •*• 

Chamber of Commerce", by 
Mrs. H. W. Carothers, 
formerly of "Eagle Lake, but 
now of Houston, and printed 
in a folio leaflet for popular 
distribution was sent me by 
the mayor of Eagle Lake. 
Louis Landa, who is Oldright 
fellow at the University of 
Texas and wht)se home is at 
Eagle Lake, says that the 
legend in one form or another 
is common in the vicinity. 

Thus may be traced over a 
period of almost a century, 
the process of what was a 
simple, a very dramatic, and 
a beautiful legend. -Editor. 

THE LEGEND 
ETagle Lake is a beautiful 

sheet of water, about seven 
miles in circumference, and is 
connected by a bayou bearing 
the same name - a kind of 
outlet with the Colorado. The 
body of land through which 
Eagle Lake passes may be 
said to be without exception 
the most fertile in the world. 
Besides its qualities of 
unsurpassed fruitfulness, 
there is no part of the known 
western hemisphere where 
the common grape grows so 
abundantly or abounds so 
spontaneously. 

A large sycamore tree is 
shown on the west shore of 
the lake where a large eajrie. 
the Faico Washingtonian, 
built her nest. The remains of 
the nest are there, consisting 
of the branches of trees and 
tufts of grass, which hang 
fully 110 feet from the 
surface of the earth below.. 
The bird was called by the 
inhabitants of the country the 
king eagle, and its nest was 
considered inaccessable. The 
"king eagle's nest" and 
"eagle's water wave" were 
proverbial phra.ses ^ith the 
various tribes of Indians in 
western Texas. 

The daughter of an Indian 
chief a beautiful dark eyed 
girl • was wooed by two 
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youtig warriors of equal 
pretentions to consideration 
among the Indians. Each was 
anxious to obtain the hand of , 

-'tfieVSMft-likejdathsei tf l tlie 
Z^ma«di<-^n4^- eadr lit/ AitoUf ** 

loved with all the ardor and 
fervancy, simplicity and 
sincerity, of a rude youth of 
the forest. To say which 
should become the husband of 
his daughter was a great 
perplexity to the mind of the 
maiden's father. He had his 
political interests to stren^ 
then and his views to carry 
but, as have greater men in 
greater nations. After many 

cogitations he Vesolved upon 
the following plan by which 
the suitors themselves could 
give a decision. 

It was in the summer 
season, and the "great eagle" 
had hatched her young. The 
old Chiefs plan was no more 
nor less than that the young 
man of the two in question 
who could bring him the 
young eaglets alive, by a 
certain time, without Cutting 
down the tree, should have 
his daughter. The proposition 
was accepted, and the rival 
lovers sent out to procure, if 
possible, the young eaglets. 
Each prepared himself with a 
raw hide rope to throw over 
some limbs of the tree, which 
could be fastened and 
facilitate the ascent. They 
both arrived alone and about 
the same time at the king 
eagle's tree. 

Each had precisely the 
other's means to come at the 
young eagles, and the other's-
means seemed to each so sure 
to succeed that neither would 
consent for the other to make 
the first attempt: whereupon 
rose a dispute, a quarrel and 
a fight, which terminated in 
the immediate death of one, 
and the infliction of mortal 
wounds on the oth^r, who 
died a few days after the 
combat upon the spot where 
they fought, being unable 
from debility to leave it. 

Meantime, the maiden, 
becoming anxious for their 
return, and apprehending 
some such catastrophe, seized 
her father's spear, and 

Popular Fishing Pier And 

PmliQnMJMk^4n-iw^ 
— • • ii^.,^iimiwjpB II 

(David R. WintermaoB 
presented the loUowiiif re­
port oo the "history of the 
Lake" at a recent meeting of 
the CohH-ado County Histori­
cal Commission, j 

The lake is seldom more 
than eight feet deep. It is 
hemispherical in shape, 
somewhat like a saucer with 
the deepest'part in the 
middle. Wintermann said he 
believes that at one time 
faulting caused the Colorado 
River to .csdusJJjf. doiSlL its 
course and Eagle Lake was 
created. 

Until the early i900's the , 
lake was primarily recrea­
tional. Ashing and hunting. In 
1893. a pavilion had been 

*" built over the water and 
. citizens used the area for 

picnicking and dancing. The 
1915 storm blew the top off 
the pavilion and only the 
platform remained. This was 
burned in 1917 and never 
rebuilt. 
. Captain William Dunoyant_, 

jStfbalif^tf "Tree 'larmliig ^ o 

a source of irrigation water. 
as it is today. 

In closing. Mr. Wintermann 
described the changes in the 
ecology of the lake. "Before 
the rice irrigation it was free 

and clear of rushes. Bass sod 
perch were abundant. Dn 
reeds and niahes that took 
over the lake grew in | 
peat-like bottom. FluctuatioQ 
in the level of the lake caussd 
blocks of rushes to break btt 
and float. High winds wooid 
drift the islands graduaU* 
enlarging the open water 
During the period that rush* 
had control, the pot holes imj 
small open bodies of wat« 
offered a haven for ducks uuj 
the lake w a s . a o t e d in 
hunting." DT 1951. five nutrii 
were put in the lake with tjit 

. idea of controlling the rushei 
and having a side line of hir 
trapping. The nutria muhi-
plied and stripped the lake of 
rushes. Club members pro­
ceeded to kill out the nutrii 
but the damage was already 
done. 

"In recent yeai-s the 
alligators which were almost 
killed out by hide hunters are 
controlling the nutria but 
alligators are now becomin 

' iffllMfieer"'*^""^ -^-^ - ̂ ' , 
—^h»Jafco-tw»twiy k 'ha'^ayH 
detritus, of the reeds-and 
rushes. When the wind 
blows, it is stirred up to give 
the lake a dirty color. Few 
bass survive in that environ­
ment, but catfish, carp and 
buffalo dominate." 

"K is not merely for today but for all 

time to come that we should perpetuate 

for our children's children that great and 

free government which we have enjojred 

all of our lives." 

...Abraham Uncoln 

In the top photo above is shown the fishinp pier at the f;agle 
Lake Hod and Gun Club where some of the t)est fishing in 
the state prevailed among the Iwauty of blooming water 
lilies.' In the lower photo are some of the local fishermen 
enjoying a Iwating and fishing expedition in a marshy 
nre;i of the Like In front of the p.ivilion which once was rt» 
center for many of thesocialeventsof the area. The pavilion 
was built in 1893, the top was blown off in the 1915 storm^ 
and the remainder of the pavilion Imrned in 1917 and was 
never reluiilt. 

FLOODS OF 1913 BACKED UP 
WATE8 A l l WAY TO THE CITY 

I ..AMERICA! 
Hats Off To citizens Of ^ 

4-Eagle Lake and Colorado County j^ 

SPAlWeER HARDWARE 
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MR. AND MRS CHARLES L.SPALINGER 
EAGLE LAKE 

Eagle Lake Bottoms 

An Island; Water 

Readies Calaboose 
(This report on the disastrous 
floods of 1913, rated worse 
than the 1869 floods, was in 
the December 13, 1913 issue 
of the Eagle Lake Headlight, 
published by the late 
B.VV .McCarty. I 

Many people from Eagle 
Lake drove out to the 
Aransas Pass bridge between 
here and Altair last Friday 
afternoon to look at the high 
waters of the river, which at 
that time was rapidly rising 
at the rate of a foot an hour, 
and at five o'clock in the 
afternoon lacked about two 
feet from reaching the 
flooring of the bridge. The 
railroad had a force of about 
eighty men busy loading two 
thousand bags with dirt 
which was being placed on 
the grades leading to the 
railroed bridge for protection. 
So rdpidlv did the river rise 
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• I W jt i:.nuu, LAKE 

4 
4 
4 

I 
4 

4 

Tf- 1 

1913 .FIOOD 
REACHES 
CITY 
(Continued from page four) 

that the railroad men cut the 
road and dynamited both 
sides of the dump, for further 
protection to the bridge. The 
water came through the old 
Stutter place in a terrific 
volume, making a solid sea of 
water for two mil*rand a half 
on this side of the river 
bridge, cutting off the 
railroad's force of men on an 
island, where the boarding 
cars stood._Many iQjytroes.. 
wej-i'mai-ooneS in trees and 
on house tops in the Stutter 
section. 

Night of Terror in Tree Tops 
Many negroes in that 

section were cut off by the 
rapidly rising waters and 
remained in tree tops from 
Friday evening until late in 
the day Saturday. 

The river overflowed into 
the lake and the lake gave an 
appearance simitar to that of 
the Gulf of Mexico. Back 

watenrtrom the Iike'<>im« up' 
to within a few feet of the 
calaboose, and tathe McCarty 
pasture on this side of th« 
timber the water WM eight 
or ten feet deep. The lower 
part of the flat, the tiegrq 
section of town, the water 
reached a depth of ten feet in 
places and extended toward 
town within fifty yards <rf 
the Aransas Pass Railroad. 
The back Waters, however, 
did not reach the negro 
section untU Saturday morn­
ing, and practically aU of the 
residents of that part of town 
moved out before the 
highest waters reached them. 
The water began falling 
Saturday night and many of 
the colored people moved^ 
back to t\igff homes during. 
Sunday. 
Colored People Meved Oirt 

Nearly all of the colored 
people succeeded in moving 
all of their household goods 
oNt'before the water reached 
a depth sufficient to get 
inside of their houses, though 
some few of them did not. 
and lost considerably by the 
water damaging everything 
in the house. 

Jack Battle Drowned 
Several people have been 

Cravel Plants Border River ^^Lfr LAKE IffiADLlGHT. JULY 1, IWT ffiOr^ASlJIll 

PM Mies NMring 70,000 
Kom Of Vobfffeer NTort 

"a beacon high 
and burning light..." 

A ôrgoref Williams Stevens 

For mora than 200 years, Independence 
Hall in Philadelphia has stood as a symbol 
of freedom for oil Americans. We art 
proud of our tradition of liberty and jus­
tice which began In July, 1776 with ihe 
Declaration of Independence ratified by 
brave patriots in this hall. May we con-
tinue to be proud of our heritage for many 
centuries .t9 come. 

Thomos Clinic 
DR. R. R, THOMAS DR. PO WEN LEE 

EAGLE LAKE, TEX. 

Sand gravel plants, such u this one.at Parker Bro*., 

-^-A»A ta.W»»l1au.flth .Ba^Ji*j.ft |s .c)jjj^r or,53pe.^tlona 
for this thrivtnc Indufltryi Currently, plants opevattng alon^ 
the Colorado River near Eagle Lake are Lone Star Indus­
tries at the Eagle Lake and Blue Roan Bend plants (the 

Gravel History 
Dates to 1850 

\ 

Ernest Lawrence of Colum­
bus, associated with Texas 
Construction Materials and 
later with Lone Star Industries 
gave the following report oli 
the gravel industries^in Colo­
rado and Fayette Counties to 
the "Colorado County Histori­
cal group. Gravel was not 

used commercially in 1850, but 
in that decade it was used to 
build a fence around the Tait 
property. Sands from the 
Cdorado R l ^ were used to 
build the Dilue Rose Harris 
home. Gravet'has been used 
on a commercial basis in 
Colorado County since 1870. 

Lawrence discussed the types' 
of gravel produced and the 
men who developed the in­
dustry. In 1870 river bed 
gravel from below the north 
bridge was used for railroad 
t>allasts on the Columbus Tap 
Railroad. In 1880, hill-top 
gravel from the surface was 
used In railroad ballast in 
GUdden. Subsurface became 
a major production and more 
recently, wash-out. Both of 

reported drowned in the 
bottoms, but later many who 
were reported missing have 
since been heard from. The 
only known death at this time 

,is that of Jack Battle, colored, 
who was drowned near 
Bonus. Battle was a wellto do 
negro. He owned his own 
farm and conducted a general 
merchandise store near Bon­
us. His death occurred 
Saturday morning. Several 
negroes are reported drown­
ed near Spanish Camp and 

hastened to the place. She 
arrived there in the afternoon 

' Sh1he day on which the last 
of the two lovers breathed his 
last. Frantic with frenzy and 
dispair. she plunged the lance 
into her breast, and died as 
she had always lived, in the 
language of the Indians who 
related the story, "the wife of 
no one." 

Ev«T aflPrwjMs, the spot 
was regarded with supersti 
tious v e n e r a t i o n bv 
every tribe of Indians to 
whom was related the 
hapfess story. One in every 
•wveft̂  moons the young men 
and maidens assembled to 
consecrate the spot, and each 
time they erected a cenotaph 
of flowers to their memory. 
Thus Eagle Lake took a name 
by which it is known and will 
ever be. 

these methods were first used 
In Colorado Countv on the Tait 
Ranch. 

Familiar names In the gra­
vel Industry in the first few 
years of this century includ­
ed: J. M. Mahon, G. W. 
Weeks, T. W. Scbearer, L. 
S. Lawrence, G«orge P. Hor-
ton and his brother, J. C. 
Burke, W. H. Gsmmer, and 
John Tanner. Later the names 
of Parker Brothers, Tam-
borella and R. Thorstenberg 
were included. 

In 1921, Gemmer and Tan­
ner started operations in Al-
leyton on the Everett and Woo-
ten lands. When the shop 
burned in 1922, they went 
southwest of Columbus and in 
1925 they began operations 
south of Eagle Lake. 

In 1924, the Columtxis Gra­
vel Company was formed by 
J. J, Everett, L. T. Everett, 
L. S. Lawrence, Ellis Mil­
ler and 1. Zatopek. In 1929, 
it consolidated with Gemmer 
and Tanner and the Beaumont 
Building Material Company to 
form the Texas Construction 
Material Company. Hairs of 
the founders who were still 
active in the company when it 
was sold to Lone Star Cement 
in 1965 were: E. P. Gemmer, 
Mrs. Margaret Everett Grif­
fith, Ernest Lawrence and 
Mrs. Cynthia Taiwer Youens. 

If demand continues at the 
current rate, Lawrence pre­
dicts that there Is Ukely 
enough gravel in Colorado 
County at Blue Roan Bend to 
last between forty to sixty 
years. 

4,000 MilUonaires 

At the turn of the century 
the nation counted about 
4.000 millionaires. 1,100 of 
them in New York. A 
member of the wealthy Astor 
family observed, "A man with 
a million dollars is as well off 
as if he were rich." according 
to "We Americans," the 
National Geographic Society's 
informal history of the United 
States. 

Capitol Dome 

WASHINGTON - The dome 
of the nation's Capitol in 
Washington, D. C , is double-
walled iron, weighs nine 
million pounds and may 
expand and contract as much 
as four Inches on days of 
temperature ex tremes , 

several more farther down 
the river bottoms. 
Cowty Bridge Still Staifding 

The county bridge between 
Eagle Lake and Altair was 
reported washed out, but 
people who have gotten as 
close as possibje to that point, 
report that the bridge is still 
standing, though the ap­
proaches on both sides are 
out. The Garwood bridge was 
reported out, but later 
reports are that this bridge 
also is still standing, with the 
approaches gone. 
River 45 Feet at Columbus 

At Columbus the river 
reached a maximum of 45 feel 
at .4 o'clock Saturday 
morning, and has fallen but 
slowly since. 
AOeytM Uoder Water 

The river at Columbus at 
its highest stage was 
between 44 and 45 feet above 
normal, the water reaching a 
depth of nine feet oVff the 
rails between Alleyton and 
Eagle Lake, and at one point 
between Columbus and Alley-
ton water reached to a 
height of seven.fecl over a . 
twenty five foot telephone 
P"*r-

latter between Garwood and Bonus), Horton I Horton, 
Parl»r*ar««., Stipertot-Sftnd-«n(t-<}raTrtr-an4GlffBrel^ififi^-
and Co,j,.lBs;.; ^J^ TJ^oms^^XTtillWJ^.iff^i^*^ °P^^S!L.. 
•going on the eapf-Ade of Htghwaŷ Tl between Owwoad ana— 
Vox Popull. 

The Eagle Lake Com­
munity Hospital Auxiliary 
WM organized at a meeting 
September 27, 1967 at the 
home of Mrs. Carey Shuart 
and since that time (through 
July 31, 1975) the Pink 
Ladies had contributed a 
total of 15,M9 hours of 
volunteer service to the 
hospital and its patients. 

Mrs. Shuart was elected as 
the first president of the 
Aidtiliary; Mrs. Rose Lange. 

—•!»•* iH(e-pre8identr-'Mir». 
Eleanor McCreary, second 
vice-president; Mrs. Frank A. 
Hlggins, treasurer; and Mrs. 
Judy Willis, secretary. 

A public meeting was held 
on October 25. 1967 and at 
that time forty-three ladies 
attended the meeting and 
twenty-three became active 
members and ten inactive 
members. Three became life 
members. 

On November 6, 1967 the 
Auxiliary adopted its first set 
of bylaws and set up a 

— KemonarTTHio-to otrweo v^^ 

luxuries. 
Included in these contribu­

tions was a pledge of $11,700 
for purchase of equipment for 
the laboratory at the Eagle 
Lake Community Hospital. 

As of July 1. 1976 the 
Auxiliary has thirty-five 
active members and nine 
in-active members. The act­
ive members have given 
19.315 hours <rf service to 
the hospital since October of 

.1961.;^ 
Functions of the AuxiUaiy 

lAembers vary as the need 
arises: they do volunteer 
work with the hospital 
administration, the nurses, 
and staff to add to the 
comfort of the patients; they 
deliver mail and flowers, do 
escort service to the X-ray 
department, write letters, 
make calls, feed patients and 
do any task to alleviate the 

duties of nurses. 
The present officers of the 

Auxiliary are president. Mrs. 
Viola Zboril; vice pres'd,ejti.. 
Mrs. TCale SpalIo|:er; second. 

items that the hospital with 
its limited budget would 
otherwise have to forego as 

Eunice Frnka; and treasurer, 
Mrs. Ida Causey. 
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andmanYf many morel 

As the curtain ŝ oes up on the third 
century of America's proud history 
of freedom, let us recaptiu*e the spirit 
of a ^ a t and courageous handful of 
people who brought about the events 
for which we hold this joyful celebration; 
and then let us rededicate oiuiselves to 
the preservation of our freedom for all 
time, in the Spirit of 1974 

Attend Eagle Lake's 
BICENTENNIAL 

luly 3ril and 4tli 
V 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

WILCOX 
MtttttttX 

• A COMPLETE FOOD MART" 

200 S. McCarty . f o g I t Lokt 
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